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Development of an efficient Development of an efficient 

Innovation and Technology Innovation and Technology 

Transfer Platform in MoldovaTransfer Platform in Moldova



Three  key components for the Three  key components for the 

development of an efficient platform of development of an efficient platform of 

Innovation and Technology TransferInnovation and Technology Transfer

1.1. Measuring the Innovation Potential of the Measuring the Innovation Potential of the 
Moldovan economy and current level of Moldovan economy and current level of 
economic development and technological economic development and technological 
intensity of its economy;intensity of its economy;

2.2. Existing institutional and organizational Existing institutional and organizational 
structure of the national innovation system and structure of the national innovation system and 
the market environment of technology transfer the market environment of technology transfer 
in which it functionsin which it functions

3.3. Opportunities for the development of the Opportunities for the development of the 
national innovation system and technology national innovation system and technology 
transfer platformtransfer platform



Measuring the innovation potential Measuring the innovation potential 

of the Moldovan economy of the Moldovan economy 
through five groups of indicators:through five groups of indicators:

�� Gross innovation productGross innovation product

�� Entrepreneurship and innovation Entrepreneurship and innovation 
networksnetworks

�� Investment and financing of Investment and financing of 
innovationinnovation

�� Human capital for innovationHuman capital for innovation

�� Information and communication Information and communication 
infrastructureinfrastructure



OpportunitiesOpportunities

�� Code on Science and innovation of the Republic of Moldova Code on Science and innovation of the Republic of Moldova 

Nr.259Nr.259--XV dated 15.07.2004, Official Monitor of Republic of XV dated 15.07.2004, Official Monitor of Republic of 

Moldova Nr.125Moldova Nr.125--129/663 dated 30.07.2004129/663 dated 30.07.2004

�� Government Decision on Strategic Direction on science and Government Decision on Strategic Direction on science and 

innovation domain 2006innovation domain 2006--2010 dated 21 July 20052010 dated 21 July 2005

�� Law on ScientificLaw on Scientific--Technologic Parks and Innovation Technologic Parks and Innovation 

Incubators Nr.138Incubators Nr.138--VXI dated 21.06.2007, Official Monitor of VXI dated 21.06.2007, Official Monitor of 

Republic of Moldova Nr.107Republic of Moldova Nr.107--111/476 dated 27.07.2007111/476 dated 27.07.2007

�� National Strategy in the field of innovation 2008National Strategy in the field of innovation 2008--20112011

�� National Plan for the Development of the Republic of Moldova National Plan for the Development of the Republic of Moldova 

20082008--2011.2011.



1.1. Business environment Business environment 

for for innovationinnovation

�� Growing R&D expense:Growing R&D expense:
�� 2006 2006 –– 185 mln. Lei185 mln. Lei

�� 2007 2007 –– 296 mln. Lei296 mln. Lei..

�� 2008 2008 –– 368 368 mlnmln. lei . lei 

–– Focus on public institutions (59 out of Focus on public institutions (59 out of 
76 organizations)76 organizations)

–– Mainly budgetary financing (73% of Mainly budgetary financing (73% of 
the total R&D expensethe total R&D expense

�� The number of filed applications for The number of filed applications for 
invention per 1 million people is high:invention per 1 million people is high:
–– Moldova 90 Moldova 90 

–– Ukraine 75 Ukraine 75 

–– Romania 42Romania 42

–– Bulgaria 33Bulgaria 33

–– Latvia 48Latvia 48

–– Estonia 17Estonia 17

–– Lithuania20Lithuania20 0
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SScience and cience and TTechnology echnology EEntrepreneurship ntrepreneurship PProgramrogram

((STEP)STEP) :: VisionVision

STEP CONCEPT

Foster Foster 

Innovation Innovation 

BusinessBusiness

Science Business 
& Support Community

Trainings, workshops, conferences,…



STEP Project :STEP Project : Science & Business Science & Business 

National Partnership ClubNational Partnership Club

Engage entrepreneurial Engage entrepreneurial 
scientists with scientists with 
companies and a companies and a 
network of supporters network of supporters 
including associations; including associations; 
bankers; business bankers; business 
consultancies; consultancies; 
government agencies government agencies 
involved with business, involved with business, 
trade and intellectual trade and intellectual 
property; and investors. property; and investors. 



Development of Development of 

MOLDOVA INNOVATIONS MARKET MOLDOVA INNOVATIONS MARKET 

www.step.mrda.mdwww.step.mrda.md



How to measure innovation ?How to measure innovation ?

Output approach:Output approach:
–– Small internal market /competition takes place on foreign Small internal market /competition takes place on foreign 

marketsmarkets

�� Do Moldovans export more products?Do Moldovans export more products?
–– Number of exported goods vs. value of exportsNumber of exported goods vs. value of exports

�� Do Moldovans export better products?Do Moldovans export better products?
–– Sophisticated goods vs. basic goodsSophisticated goods vs. basic goods



�� Low, but outranks Low, but outranks 
Macedonia, Georgia, Macedonia, Georgia, 
Albania & Albania & 
KyrgyzstanKyrgyzstan

�� Low, but growing as Low, but growing as 
fast as the top fast as the top 
performers since performers since 
20012001

�� Belarus, Armenia, Belarus, Armenia, 
Bulgaria, Macedonia Bulgaria, Macedonia 
are becoming less are becoming less 
““sophisticatedsophisticated””

�� Hungary & Czech Hungary & Czech 
Republic on top and Republic on top and 
still risingstill rising…… a lot to a lot to 
catch up!!!catch up!!!

MMore sophisticated exports that income ore sophisticated exports that income 

perper capita suggests capita suggests ……as compared with as compared with 

the region?the region?



�� Moldova ranks Moldova ranks 
below regional below regional 
average by the average by the 
number of exported number of exported 
goods, butgoods, but……

�� ……The number of The number of 
goods grew goods grew 
tremendously since tremendously since 
2001 (rank 3 in the 2001 (rank 3 in the 
region)region)

Number of exported goods /Number of exported goods /

regional comparisonregional comparison



Labor force offers Labor force offers 

comparative advantagecomparative advantage

�� Unit Labor CostUnit Labor Cost is low as compared with is low as compared with 
neighboring countriesneighboring countries

�� Labor ProductivityLabor Productivity growth is highest in the region growth is highest in the region 
(2007/2000 (2007/2000 -- >80%; Ukraine ~60%; Romania >80%; Ukraine ~60%; Romania 
~50%)~50%)

�� No major distortions in the labor marketNo major distortions in the labor market……
–– Rate of Rate of return to educationreturn to education 9.5% in 2006 up from 7.2% 9.5% in 2006 up from 7.2% 

in 2000in 2000

–– Education Premium high by regional standards, butEducation Premium high by regional standards, but……

–– Idle human capacity of the educated migrantsIdle human capacity of the educated migrants



Quality vs. cost of skilled laborQuality vs. cost of skilled labor
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22.   Institutional Frame work of the .   Institutional Frame work of the 

National Innovation SystemNational Innovation System



STRATEGIC VISIONSTRATEGIC VISION

Promote fair Promote fair 
competitioncompetition

�� Decrease barriers to Decrease barriers to 
launch new businesslaunch new business

�� Privatization of state Privatization of state 
assetsassets

�� Control for state Control for state 
subsidiessubsidies

�� Fortify the role of the Fortify the role of the 
Competition AgencyCompetition Agency

Increase Increase 
labor labor 

participationparticipation

�� Provide for flexible Provide for flexible 
working hoursworking hours

�� Simplify hiring Simplify hiring 
/dismissal rules/dismissal rules

�� Provide vocational Provide vocational 
trainingtraining

�� Expect that Expect that 
convergence of convergence of 
income levels will income levels will 
reverse migrationreverse migration

Promote SME Promote SME 
developmentdevelopment

�� Offer financial Offer financial 
support for startsupport for start--upsups

�� Increase awareness Increase awareness 
for the business for the business 
opportunitiesopportunities

�� Promote culture of Promote culture of 
entrepreneurshipentrepreneurship


